Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC)
MINUTES October 6th -7th, 2017
The Statewide Independent Living Council held a meeting on October 6th -7th, 2017, 2017, at American Red Cross 4655 Sherwood Common Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70816. Chairperson Roszella Viltz presided.  

Present:                                      

Bristo, Rashad -Day1,2
Fuselier, Rocky -Day1,2
Geddes, Sharon -Day1,2
Morales, Rosemary- Day1,2
Nguyen, Steven- Day1,2
Polotzola, Bambi- Day1
Taylor, Erick- Day1,2
Viltz, Roszella- Day1,2
Baker, Kandy - Day1,2
Duplechine, Jamie- Day1,2
Harrell, Antoinette- Day1,2
Beverly, Keira- Day1,2
Cochran, Jay- Day1,2
Absent: 

Gray, Anita- Day1,2
Granger, Mitch- Day1,2
SILC Staff Present

Lewis, Jessica 

Jolivette, Jolan 

Guests:
April Dunn
Jericho Smith
Chris Fuqua
Juanita Johnes   Johnny Anderson  

Gale Dean
Mark Martin
Teresa Miller
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS
SILC Chairperson, Roszella Viltz, called the meeting to order at 1:12PM, and asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves. Viltz asked Jaime Duplechine to call roll to determine if a quorum is present.  A quorum was present.
MISSION STATEMENT
Steven Nguyen led the members of SILC in the reading of the council’s membership statement. 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Roszella Viltz asked members to review the agenda for any corrections. Jamie Duplechine made the motion to approve the October 6th-7th agenda with corrections, Sharon Geddes seconded the motion. There were no Objections. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
The council was afforded a few moments to review the minutes from July 7th-8th 2016. Rashad Bristo made a motion to approve the July 7th-8th minutes with corrections and Sharron Geddes seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously by the council without any opposition. The minutes were approved by the council. 
Director’s Report 

Jessica Lewis provided an update regarding the membership and length of terms for the SILC members. She informed members that Kandy Baker and Rosemary Morales terms ended in October and they were then reappointed to the SILC for a second term. Lewis let members know they are still looking for a member from the Alexandria region. She asked members to make sure they give their hotel receipts before they leave as well. Lewis provided members with a handout which contained the webinars, meetings, conference calls, and any other events she has attended. Lewis stated the pictures of the members have been uploaded to the SILC page on the Governor’s website. Lewis informed members the P3I is not currently being pursued, but if she hears anything regarding P31 she will let the members know. 
Jessica Lewis Informed members the new orientation is in their packet and it will need to be reviewed every year by each member and submitted to her to show the orientation was completed. Lewis went over the progress report regarding the goals of the SPIL and notified members it will be updated for every meeting.
She informed members this month is National Disability Employment Awareness Month and the DD Conference on employment would be November 9th. Lewis also gave documents she received from DEAF Focus which helps people who are deaf or hard of hearing communicate with police officers during stops.

Lewis informed members there will be an upcoming SILC Congress in Orlando, Florida in February, and she will be reporting on behalf of Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. The SILC Conference requires the SILC Director to bring a basket to be raffled off, and the Region 6 SILC Conference also requires a scrapbook and basket to be made and brought. Members stated they will help bring or provide the necessary materials to Jessica for the scrapbook and baskets.
BUDGET UPDATE
Jay Cochran informed members they started with $110,993.00 and the salary will be budgeted out as $51,007.00. With all of the salary, retirement, Medicare, group insurance it is budgeted out to $76,246.00. Cochran went over the travel expenses for the SILC. Jessica Lewis there will be a correction made by the fiscal office to better reflect the budget which will be ready for the January meeting. Kandy Baker notified members the information on the handout regarding the budget total was off since a formula was missing when entering the data. Mark Martin stated he could help review the budget so other members could attend the conferences by looking at the Councils’ trending budget data.
Rashad Bristo made a motion to approve the budget update, Sharon Geddes seconded the motion. 
 PARTNER UPDATES
GODA: 
Bambi Polotzola informed members about the DC bus trip organized by Trach Mommas, which was an advocacy effort against legislation which would drastically affect Medicaid. Polotzola also mentioned the trips she took to the shelter in Alexandria after the hurricanes and how there needs to be better way to identify individuals with disabilities to better accommodate their needs. Polotzola mentioned GACDA is working with the ADA Coordinators in the capitol to address accessibility concerns. Polotzola stated GODA is currently working on the Employment First Report and since this month is October she and Jolan Jolivette will be travelling across the state to talk about employment for individuals with disabilities and attend diversity job fairs. She also noted there will be a GOV Talk on Employment First the end of October.
LRS: 
Mark Martin discussed LRS is at half capacity now when they transferred staff to LWC. He indicated they are down to the bare minimum and are at a critical point. LRS has 80 counselors and have a total of 2,228 cases off the waiting list. Mark Martin stated his intention is to open the Order of Selection 1. They have 1,099 clients on that selection and referrals are still coming. There are also 3,373 kids who are receiving pre-ets services. Martin informed members there will be 15 one-stop-shops in the state
The GODA and LRS updates relates to SPIL Goal #3, Objective 2, Activity 2, to continue partnering with other CILs and disability-related organizations to foster best practices.
SLIC: 
Rocky Fuselier provided an update on behalf of @SLIC. He stated they have been doing a lot of advocacy for the Medicaid program and they are also working with the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf. Fuselier stated the waiver programs need more advocacy and that the last time money was raised for waivers was 13 years ago and since then there have been 8 cuts to it. He stated there is also a shortage of direct service workers and one of those things affecting overtime is overpay for service workers. Now providers are forced to pay them time and a half and money is getting tight. Rocky Fuselier asserted if you do not have the providers to provide the services there will be no services.

 There is a new program that will assist deaf individuals and the hearing impaired through the Service Support Providers (SSP) program. The SILC has increased services for their clients.  SLIC has partnered with LCD to create contracts to provide more services. The waiver programs remain strong. The SILC is encouraging the raising of rates for providers so that providers can be properly compensated. 

New Horizons Update: 
Gale Dean provided an update on behalf of New Horizons Independent Living Center. She stated VITA has 7 tax preparers and have gotten 1 grant. Their board passed the program plan, which is in line with the state plan. They have discontinued Medicaid services in region 6 and 7 and will look at region 8 regarding discontinued services. Dean stated they did advocacy regarding P3I and made visits to their members of Congress
The CILs updates have filled SPIL Goal #1, Objective 1, Activity 1 with the CILs updates.
Ongoing Orientation
Rashad Bristo said they are still a part of Healthy Louisiana and Healthy Blue is a sister group of Blue Cross Blue Shield. This presentation relates to SPIL Goal #1, Objective 1, Activity 2.
Roszella Viltz called for a recess at 3:46PM.

Day 2

The meeting was called back to order at 9:05AM.

Report on Events

Jessica Lewis and Steven Nguyen reported they attended the NCIL conference I the last week of July. They were not able to meet with any of the Senators from Louisiana, but they were able to meet with their staff. Jessica and Steven talked with Senator Cassidy’s staff about the 3PI initiative. They stated on the second day of the conference the rally was held. There were about 1,000 people present for NCIL While they were at NCIL Steven stated there was an Independent Living Global Movement and 36 countries were represented.
Rocky Fuselier talked about attending the ADA Symposium on July 26th, and mentioned he served as a panelist talking about what is done locally.
This update relates to SPIL Goal #1, Objective 1, Activity 3.

Message Deputy Chief of Staff- Johnny G. Anderson

Deputy Chief of Staff Johnny Anderson addressed the council and informed members a tropical storm was heading this way and it is expected to be a Category 1 Hurricane. Anderson stated he would like to be great partners with SILC as they advocate for independent living in our state, we need to keep people closer to their families. He acknowledged Jessica Lewis has been recognized nationally and was excited to hear Louisiana was considered as a place to hold a conference. Anderson stated how thankful Governor Edwards and he is for the service of the SILC and then read a letter written from the Governor to the SILC members.
SILC Website – Jessica Lewis

Jessica informed council members the website for SILC has been updated, and that the pictures of new members will be added on the website as well. Erick Taylor motioned and Antoinette Harrell seconded the pictures taken during this meeting would be uploaded to the SILC’s website. There were no objections and the motion carried. This update relates to SPIL Goal #1, Objective 1, Activity 4.
SILC Community Updates

Roszella Viltz asked members to provide any reports on any activity or event occurring in each member’s community. Jessica Lewis updated members about assisting in the shelters after the hurricanes. Rocky Fuselier informed the council the Independent Living Centers visited the shelters to find people that need assistance and provide them with the necessary arrangements and assistance. These reports relates to SPIL Goal#1, Objective 1, Activity 5.
CIL Annual Meeting
Jessica went over the meeting times and dates for the October 2018 and informed them that the next center meeting will be in Lake Charles. This relates to SPIL Goal #1, Objective 1 Activity 7.
LRC Report

Kandy Baker informed members the LRC has 22 members and 4 vacancies in regard to the membership. There is a vacancy for VR counselor, two vacancies for business and Labor, and one vacancy for the parent and training information center. There have been 9 new members added since July. The LRC has done a comprehensive needs assessment survey which will help with employment. Baker informed LRC members that SILC wants to help advocate for LRS, and she notified SILC that LRC wants to help advocate for Part B funding so it will not be lost. Kandy let members know about a website which helps with the navigation of disability services: la.exceptionallives.org. This relates to SPIL Goal #2, Objective 1 Activity 1.

VITA
Jay Cochran stated the training for VITA began last week for the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance services and that will continue. No one will be certified until November, and we will start on February 1st for the tax season. This relates to SPIL Goal #2, Objective 1 Activity 2.
Educating legislators regarding CILs
Erick Taylor is currently working on a letter to send to legislators, and asked members what needs to be included in this letter. Roszella Viltz asked if Taylor can meet with them one-on-one and ask them to attend the SILC meetings. Taylor stated it has been difficult getting in touch with legislators.
Rocky Fuselier stated there is a program in the state called the State Personal Assistance Services (SPAS) which needs more advocacy. He stated this is something the SILC can help advocate for because it helps people work full time and get assistance. Steven Nguyen asked if there was a template letter which better explained what SILC does. Jessica Lewis responded by saying she will work on the template. This relates to SPIL Goal #3, Objective 1 Activity 1.
The executive committee will begin working on the SPIL Indicators.

There was a motion to adjourn by Erick Taylor and it was seconded by Sharon Geddes.
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